
Asian cowboy
By Janet Col l ins
Photos by lan Grant

Edmonton's Metterra Hotel mirrors the changes taking
place in the city's Old Strathcona district where down
home is becoming upscale.
Edmonront Old Sirathcona disdd is gradually wolving Iiom Canle

Country ro Bis Apple. wirh ne", rcstaurrm, a feq n,shtdub/lounges and

inter*ing boutigues dnwing crowds. ln the mid$ is rhe Mettera Hotel

(.ka The Md), on vhla€ Streer, !rcaiously a nondecript ofice towcr,

rervorked insidc and out ro create a conrenporary horel.
''t 

he roons are unusual shapes. each a diftlrent sir and rvith di$erenr

menities, s.ys lat Roth, leader ofthe tm from Dingl,an Roth Interior

Dcsign, which hmdled the trosfomalion. She dplains that the pFtxii!

ing seryic @E and placemcrt of suppot coltrmns dict.tcd thc la-vout of

rie hotel roorns. The office towe. configuatior also allow€d for *ta high

\{r|ar is now a doubleheisht lobby w6 o!ft two complet flods Thc

second floor lrospitalig. rcom (where evening cocktails de sered s n the
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on,plirnentaq' breallst buiTer) once tunctioned rs prn of tl,e olice build-

ingi pulade. No*, it opens onto fi€ lobbl sPace with a slass milins allow

ins for pleng, of naturul lisht. 
-fhe 

rea bcneath the hospitaliw roon sen 6

as a lounge/library arca lir guss.

lane Rusell, corwna of the buildins, sa)6 the silky coPper dnpes

med in mary of the roons werc de G$ht fd the whole colour palere.
''E"erythn,g is detailed and handcralied," says tumsell. The ich, Qm

colour add a touch ofsophisticated elegane.

The rarge ofart*orkfound throughout fie prcpetry &om sculplures

ro rextiles ro photographs - nay be f* Eesen in lheme, but $e rsulting

nood is more glob:l tha,Asian. The dd@r mal be elegdt, but i! is bI no

mems highbrow Thc Mt naintairu ties wilh i$ wesen rcot: durins

Starrpede week, dre hospit liry room ho$s readings bI @wbo/ poe6. er




